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Black holes: Einstein's gravity and rocket science!
AR 22

I will review how black holes were discovered via the development
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of rockets and X-ray astronomy at the start of the space age.
Material falling towards the event horizon of a black hole releases
its enormous gravitational energy as intense X-ray emission before
it disappears from the Universe forever. I will describe how we see
these X-rays from stellar mass black holes in our own Galaxy
where we can use them to test Einsteins gravity, and in
the supermassive black holes in quasars which are so bright
that they can be seen across all of cosmic time.
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